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1 Full Score 2 Eb Alto Saxophone 1 2 Trombone 1
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1 Oboe 1 3 Bb Cornet 1 3 Euphonium B.C.
1 Oboe 2 3 Bb Cornet 2 4 Tuba
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ABOUT THE ARRANGER

Jari Villanueva spent 23 years with the United
States Air Force Band in Washington, D. C. A

ceremonial trumpeter, he participated in over

5,000 ceremonies at Arlington National Cem-
etery and served as an assistant drum major with
the United States Air Force Ceremonial Brass.

PROGRAM NOTES

From a historical standpoint, times of war bring
strong memories, stronger emotions, intermi-
nable suffering, and unimaginable heroism and
sacrifice. The first “war to end all wars” was merci-
fully ended in 1918. It left the world a different
place, perhaps not better, but certainly different.
Yet, despite the ache of personal loss and the hor-
rifying loss of life, two of the most memorable
songs of the era are surprisingly upbeat and

hopeful.

Its a Long Way to Tipperary began its existence
as a British music hall song. Allegedly, it was the

result of a 5-shilling bet in Stalybridge in 1912.
The song reflects on the county of Tipperary in
Ireland. It was often sung by the Irish regiment
Connaught Rangers and was subsequently picked
up by other units of the British Army.

Pack Up Your Troubles in Your Old Kit Bag was
actually discarded in the planning of the show Her
Soldier Boy, which opened in 1916. Performers in
the show rescued the song from the discard pile
and rescored it, winning a wartime competition
for a marching song to help maintain morale.

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

A bright march style and tempo are appropriate
for these songs. Play the march with a detached
style and a lilt and lift to the notes. Stay on the
front of the beat to prevent the tempo from

dragging. Always balance to the melodic material
while listening for correct intonation from the
bottom upwards.
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